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Much, no doubt, in the reconstruction of such
ancient buildings must of necessity be conjectural,
and I offer my own ideas as to the original foun-
dation of the word Rii& and the superstructures of
later periods, as no more than a guess and a first
attempt.

The original meaning of Rita,.

jftftta, I believe, was used originally to express the
settled movement of the sun, and of all the heavenly
bodies. It is a participle of the verb Hi, which may
convey the sense either of joined, fitted, fixed; or of
gone, the going, the path followed in going. I myself
prefer the second derivation, and I recognise the
same root in another word, Nir-Hti, literally going
away, then decay, destruction, death, also the place of
destruction, the abyss, and in later times (like Anrita),
the mother of Naraka, or hell.

The going, the procession, the great daily move-
ment, or the path followed every day by the sun
from his rising to his setting, followed also by the
dawn, by day and night, and their various repre-
sentatives, a path which the powers of night and
darkness could never impede, would soon be regarded
as the right movement, the good work, the straight
path1.

It was not, however, so much the daily movement,
or the path which it followed, as the original di-
rection which determined it, the settled point from
which it started and to which it returned, that became
most prominent in the thoughts of the Vedic. poets
when speaking of -Zfa'ta. Hence they speak of the

1 Big-Veda, VII, 40, 4.